
 

 

 

MeLCat is the statewide union 

catalog and resource sharing 

project that distributes materi-

als among all types of libraries in 

Michigan. 

What are the benefits of 

MeLCat for Leelanau  

Township Library patrons? 

One stop shopping to find 

materials owned by over 

385 libraries statewide 

Ability to identify who 
owns valuable local history 

materials  

Ability to request materials 

online from home or from 

our library in Northport 

Easy pick up  at our library 

in Northport 

Easy online tracking of your 

request 

Access to 40 million titles 

not available in our library 

MeLCat is a value added ser-

vice, meaning only materials we 

don’t have available on the shelf 

in Northport may be borrowed. 

MelCat is a patron-initiated 

resource sharing system where 

requests go directly to the own-

ing library. ILL studies show that 

non-mediated requesting is the 
most cost effective. It's also 

the fastest for the patrons.  
MeLCat is for patrons in good 

standing with no blocks on their 

record.   Still need help? Stop 

by the library and we will dem-

onstrate the service step by 

step or process your  request 

for you .  

Visit www.mel.org and link to 

MeLCat  or connect directly  to:  

http://elibrary.mel.org/search 

The Library of Michigan pro-

vides funding for MeLCat soft-

ware through LSTA grants. 

MeLCat Interloan Program 

Library Receives Stimulus Grant 

We are pleased to announce that 

we have been awarded a grant for 

$3,000, to improve our public 

access computer center.  Library 

Friends donated matching funds. 

Michigan has been granted 

$900,000 stimulus dollars in order 

to  enhance computer centers in 

fifteen counties.  MSU is distribut-

ing the Federal money that will be 
used to help expand broadband 

access to underserved areas state-

wide.  Our library will receive two 

lap top computers and replace 

two  older workstations in our 

existing computer center.  Soft-

ware will also be included in the 

grant.   The new equipment will 

be dedicated to public use. 

Many areas in Leelanau Town-

ship do not have access to 

broadband connections and our 

library is often the place to go 

when people need access to a 

high speed Internet connection.  

We also serve the tourist and 
boaters our village merchants 

rely upon for their economic 

success.  If you are feeling frus-

trated using dial-up, stop by and 

use our Internet stations.  We 

also have a free wireless signal. 
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Service Population  
                              2,139 

Card Holders     3,500   

Days Open             255 

Hours per week      35  

Circulation/Usage 

Records  
 Adults                  16,500 

 Children      3,417 

 Internet    10,382 

Video        6,233 

 Total     36,532 

 

Increase 6%      2,098 

 

Web hits          171,774  

 

Reference Questions  
 Answered      2,000 

 average       8 per day  

 

Material added  
Books                       880 

Children          105 

Adult           7 75 (LP 60) 

Audio books              43 

CD Music            50 

Videos                       130 

Total added:         1,103     

Total collection    

    26,662 

Interlibrary Loans  

   Books        352 

   Videos                     13 

   To others               277 

   Total ILL        642 

Program Attendance        
   Adult                       322 

   Children         670 

   Totals               992  

Small town  

Service é.. 

World class  

Information  
Books 
Audio Books.  
Large Print Books  
Magazines  
Newspapers  
VideosñVHS & DVD  
CD Music  
CD- ROMs 
Interlibrary Loans  
Computers  
Internet  
Wireless Internet  
Internet Catalog 
Access 
Library Web Site  
Story Times  
Reading Programs  
Book Discussion 
Groups 
Lectures  
Reference Help  
Copy Machine  
MeLCat Interloan  
 



A Message from Friends’ president Suzanne Landes 

What’s happened/happening…. 
At our September general membership meeting, Friends ex-

pressed a concern that severe budget cuts on the state level 

could adversely affect our library. We also discussed the loss 

of a poetry night during the 2009 Summer Series.  In order to 

meet these needs, we voted to have at least two additional 

meetings between our September and April mandated dates. 
In October we hosted a poetry night/ chili supper in the li-

brary.  Participants read a mix of original and favorite poems 

by known poets.  This social event was well received and will 

be repeated in the future. 
To celebrate Valentine’s Day we came together to read love 

poems.  Lest you think this was a recitation of mushy, senti-

mental verses, I must tell you that one poem highlighted the 

poet’s love of winter, another fondness of a dog.  Prior to the 

poetry reading, at our business meeting we voted $400.00 for 

our new assistant librarian 

Hillary Lang to use at her dis-

cretion for the children’s sum-

mer reading program.  We 

supported Deb Stannard’s re-

quests:   $1,000.00, matching 

money required for the Stimu-

lus Broadband Grant;  $750.00 

to be spent on large print 

books and monies for the 

copying of the newsletter.  
After four plus months of grey 

days, ice and snow, most of us 

are more than ready to think 

ahead to spring and summer 

when the Friends of the Lee-

lanau Township Library are the 

busiest.  I hope you will put the 

following dates on your calen-

dars:  April 26—general meet-

ing; June 29 (annual meeting 

and start of Summer Lecture 

Series)-July 27 (final lecture); 

July 3—Used Book Sale. For 

these events and others to be 

announced later, we need your 

help and your support.  Watch 
for sign up sheets which will be 

posted in the library and for 

reminders in the Community 

Calendar and prominent loca-

tions in Northport.  See you 

soon….Suzanne     
 

  

Have you ever wondered where we get funding?  A majority of our money come from  Leelanau 

Township Property Taxes, distributed by the Leelanau Township Board, who also serve as the li-

brary board.  As long as we budget and spend a minimum of 3/10ths of a mil in local property tax 

dollars, we are eligible to receive state aid to libraries.  Distributed through the Library of Michi-

gan,  state aid offers a 40 cents (after a 40% reduction) per capita payment each year. We also 

receive a portion of county penal fines, excluding court costs.  Once again, these fines are distrib-

uted on a per capita  basis.  Penal fine totals vary each year in accordance with the number of traf-

fic tickets & fines issued in our Township.  The Friends of the Library, individual donations, grants, 

video fees, material replacement fines, and copy and printing fees make up the remaining income.  

Our library does not collect a separate millage or receive Federal Funding other than grants.  

Friends of the Library 

Library Funding 
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  Leelanau Township Board serving as 
the Library Board  

Supervisor         Jim Neve       386 -5393  

Treasurer     Denise Dunn        386 -9410  

Clerk            Deb Van Pelt         386 -5234  

Trustee   Gary Fredrickson       386 -5352  

Trustee            Ed Reinsch       271 -4402  

 

Friends of the Library Board  

President:ééééééé.éé.Suzanne Landes 

Vice Presidentéééééé..é...Katherine May 

Treasurerééééé.éééé.éDorothy Young 

Secretaryéééééééé.éSarah Shoemaker 
Our  Wireless Internet Kiosk  provides  

overflow seating and off hours Internet access. 



Ever since I can remember, 

the childrenôs section of the 
Leelanau Township Library has 

been in my personal top ten list 

of favorite places. I feel so for-

tunate to be a part of this won-

derful library community, and 

look forward to my new role as 

Childrenôs Librarian. My ex-

perience with children spans a 

wide range, from teaching tod-

dlers in a classroom setting to 

tutoring teenaged writers, from 

volunteering for childrenôs 

literacy projects to coordinating 

training sessions for child care 

workers throughout the state, 

right down to being driven by 

the fundamental principle that 

reading/literacy is the key that 

children need to unlock the 

door to Anywhere.   
Many things are happening 

within the childrenôs section! 

New books are on the shelves 

for everyone from the youngest 

child to the oldest teenésome 

have already been checked out 

by our most avid readers! Laura 

Numeroffôs latest ñMouseò 

book is here for those who need 

that sturdier board book. Skippy 

Jon Jones and Fancy Nancy 

have been placed on the shelves 

for the picture book readers. 

Early chapter books complete 

with a shark-loving second 

grader, Ready Freddy, have 

been added. And in the youth 

section youôll find a number of 

new characters that you wonôt 

want to miss. Alex Rider, a sort 

of fourteen year old James 

Bond, Percy Jackson and the 

Olympians, Thomas and Teresa 

from The Maze Runner, and 

Angie Sageôs wizard-in-

training, Septimus Heap.  
Within the childrenôs section, 

the excitement reaches its peak 

every Thursday at 11:00 am, 

when the Wigglers arrive for 

story hour. Events are planned 

throughout the spring that in-

clude a visit from our puppy 

friend, Buddy, an Easter Egg 

Hunt, an Earth Day Celebra-

tion, trains, kites, lizards, and so  

much more. Each week the 

Wigglers share books, snacks, 

crafts, felt board activities, 

friends, and fun! 
As spring turns to summer, a 

new story hour will be added on 

Fridays (in addition to the 

Thursday Wigglers) for those 

four years old and up. This 

summerôs collaborative reading 

program, called Making Waves 

at Your Library, is a lively one! 

Children of all ages will be able 

to participate in many different 

ways. The youngest children, 

together with their parents, can 

take the parent/child reading 

pledge to read aloud together. 

Time log sheets will be avail-

able for the emerging readers; 

kids will be able to color in the 

pictures and keep track of how 

much time is spent with books. 

Activity sheets, reading lists, 

and great prizes for our readers 

Childrenõs ProgramsñMeet Hillary Lang 

Library Donations 

and Memorial Gifts 

Donations: 
Friends of the Library 

Northport Lions Club 

Atwill Memorial Chapel 

Joyce and William Summerwill 

James & Marjorie Leenhouts 

Joan Buchman 

Gary & Frances Hughes 

Leroy Klemm 

Mary Dietrich-Master Gardner 

Don Bult 

Susan Lang 

Mary Ellis 

Sandy Zwemer 

Pauline McClure 

Claudia Bantel 

Terry Carroll 

 

Donating funds or 

volunteering time has 

always helped us to 

meet our goals.   
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Flower Garden by Mary Dietrich 

Memorials: 
Margaret Glasel  

by Northport Women’s Club 

 

Bunny Hinsch 

 by Joan Searby 

 

Douglas Lundy  

By Stacy Slater 

    Chris and Deb Stannard 

    Cathy Lundy 

will be available. Many 

thanks to the Friends of 

the Library for making 

such a great program pos-

sible.  
The children that visit the 

library have such a passion 

for life. Each week at 

Wigglers, I am reminded 

that life was meant to be 

explored, that there is 

never a limit to what can 

be learned, and that each 

child has a lesson to teach 

us if weôll only take a 

moment to listen. We are 

lucky to have such a fan-

tastic collection to share 

with the children in our 

community. As Dr. Seuss 

said, ñThe more you read, 

the more things you will 

know. The more that you 

learn, the more places 

youôll go.ò 



119 E. Nagonaba Street 
P.O. Box 235 

Northport, MI   

49670 
 

leelanautwplib@yahoo.com 
www.leelanautownshiplibrary.org 

231-386-5131 

 

The mission of the Leelanau Township Library is to provide materials and services 

that will contribute to the educational, informational, and recreational needs of 

the people we serve. The library promotes its collection and services so the com-

munity is aware of their entitlement to library resources.  

LEELANAU 

TOWNSHIP LIBRARY 

Annual dues:  $1.00 per member   Donations welcome!  

First time member___________ or Renewal__________  

 

Name:______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:____________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________Zip code_________________________ 

 

Phone:_______________________Cell__________________________________ 

 

email______________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount En-
closed:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail Membership dues and donations to  

Friends of the Leelanau Township Library  

Box 235   Northport, MI  49670  

Find us on the web at www.leelanautownshiplibrary.org 

Small town service  

World class information 

Join or Renew * Friends of the Library 2009 ñ2010  

 

Library Director 

Deb Stannard 

 

Library Assistant 

Hillary Lang 

 


